rages, perpetrated under cover of the Treaty? Don't talk
to me of Austrian non-observance,1 * That would make the
elegant nobleman sit up.
In the summer and winter of 1937, evidence in plenty
was forthcoming to prove that the Reich had not deserted
the Austrian National Socialists. All around the Austro-
German frontier couriers were being seized and cars loaded
with propaganda printed in Germany were caught entering
Austria.
By now the Austrian Chancellor was more than ever
convinced of his mistake in believing that the great German
Reich could be subordinated to the role of handmaiden
to aristocratic Austria, but his pride prevented him openly
to admit it, hence the bulk of the cases of Nazi infiltration
and, in some instances, terrorism, were hushed up.
After the raid, the propaganda office conducted from the
laundry was removed to the official offices of the Committee
of Seven in the Teinfalt Strasse, and more and more Nation-
alist personalities frequented it. Just as the National
Socialist movement had absorbed the Centre, Nationalists,
and various Right parties in the Germany of 1933, so the
illegal Nazi organization in Austria was attracting to itself
all the forces of reaction, not excluding the so-called Chris-
tian Trade Union leaders.
Everything in the Austria of 1937 was in a state of
flux, with von Papen behind the scenes wielding the
soldering iron and heating the disaffected elements over the
flames of a glowing Austria. Hypocrisy has sometimes
been defined as the tribute which sin pays to morality*
So Herr von Papen became a patron of the German Club
in the Trattenhof, not far from the Teinfalt Strasse, and
he found its atmosphere some consolation for the lack of
his beloved Hemnklub*
He could talk with its President, Lieutenant Field-
Marshal von Bardolff, its vice-president. Dr. Seyss-Inquart,
and General Kraus, a general who was in constant commu-
nication with Hitler and Goring, and who had promised
both that the Austrian Army would not oppose an invasion
of Austria by German armed forces, while the diplomatic
atmosphere was retained by an occasional drink with TOE
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